Tropic effect of dexamethasone on goldfish melanocytoma cells: induction of calcium-dependent but protein synthesis-independent morphological changes.
Treatment of melanocytoma cells of goldfish origin with dexamethasone leads to rapid morphological changes, flattening of cell body and extension of dendrites. This effect is independent of protein synthesis but requires the presence of extracellular calcium, indicating that it is a "tropic effect" distinct from the typical "trophic effects" of steroid hormones that involve de novo protein synthesis.